
 
 

4th September 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the new school year 

We are looking forward to welcoming students back on Monday and have an exciting term planned. 
Congratulations to all our students who achieved GCSEs and other accreditations this summer. We 
would also like to wish those students who have moved on from Fountains every success in their new 
settings.  

Before the start of term, we would like to share a few important reminders with families.  

Attendance Matters 

Good attendance and punctuality are important in helping students make the most of the 
opportunities available to them. We are committed to building strong relationships with students and 
families to promote good attendance and to work together to overcome any barriers that may affect 
attendance. 

If you have any concerns about your child's attendance or need support, please contact our 
Attendance Officer, Chris Mulvenney, who will be happy to help. 

Attendance reminders: 

• Students are welcomed into school between 8:40am and 8:55am. 

• Students arriving after 9:00am should report to the school office, where the reason for 
lateness will be recorded. 

• Registers close at 9:30am. Students arriving after this time will receive a U code. 

• The school day ends at 3:10pm. 

• Parents and carers should notify the school office of any absence before 9:00am. 

Mobile Phone-Free School 

We would also like to remind families that, in line with Department for Education statutory guidance, 
Fountains High School is a mobile phone-free school. 

Students are required to hand in mobile phones on arrival, where they will be stored securely for the 
duration of the school day. Mobile phones must not be used or accessed during the school day.  



Smartwatches and similar devices with messaging, internet access or recording capability are treated 
in the same way as mobile phones. 

Post-16 Students Attending Burton and South Derbyshire College 

Post-16 students attending our Burton and South Derbyshire College site may retain possession of 
their mobile phones. However, phones must not be used during lessons or timetabled learning, and 
students are expected to follow all college and school behaviour expectations. 

Students who require approved AAC devices, medical devices, health-monitoring technology, or 
other specialist access arrangements will continue to have these authorised and supported by the 
school. 

We appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations with your child and helping us to 
maintain a safe, positive and focused learning environment for all. 

We look forward to seeing students on Monday and wish everyone a positive start to the new school 
year. 

Kind regards, 

Gareth Allen 
Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


